Economics of Developing Economies   
      T. GindlingPRIVATE 

Econ 385/685




       Office: 330 Public Policy
Spring, 2023




       TuTh: 4:00-5:15 (in Bb Course room 

TuTh: 2:30-3:45 (in Bb Course room)

and in person), and by

appointment (email to set up Webex mtg)
UMBC





        http://userpages.umbc.edu/~tgindlin
Lectures and Student Presentations will be during the scheduled class period (TuTh 5:30-6:45) on the Blackboard Collaborate Course room.  Lectures will be on Thursdays. Student presentations will be on Tuesdays. Lectures and presentations will be recorded and available on the Blackboard Collaborate Course room.  Power Point slides will be available before lectures on Thursdays (on Blackboard under Course Materials).
Readings: The primary text for this course is: 

Dwight Perkins, Steven Radelet, David Lindauer, and Steven Block, 2013, Economics of Development, Seventh Edition, W. W. Norton and Company, New York.
You will be expected to read the material to be covered before we discuss it in class.  I will let you know exactly when you should read in each section.  
Course Objectives: This course is a survey of the principles and problems of the economies of developing economies.  Topics covered include the dimensions of poverty and inequality, patterns of development, sources of growth, role of trade and industrial development, education, health, the agricultural sector and environmental sustainability. Students will present country studies to the class and write short papers on these topics.  
Grading: 

Undergraduate Students










Midterm Exam (March 16)


34%         




Final Exam




34%


         

Country Study Presentation


13%



Short Country Study Papers


13%


Class Participation  


 
6%  


Graduate Students
   










Midterm Exam (March 16)


25%

         



Final Exam




25%


         

Country Study Presentation


10%


Short Country Study Papers


10%



Research Paper



25%





Class Participation  


 
5%


Schedule and Reading List

Economic Development (Econ 385)


T. Gindling

I. Introduction to Economic Development in Developing Economies. (3 classes)



Lectures, 1/31and 2/2: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 1


Presentations, 2/7
II. Conceptual frameworks for studying economic development

Dualism, and Dependency Theory



Lecture, 2/9    : Perkins, et al., pp. 587-603 (Chapter 16)
: Vincent Ferraro (2008), "Dependency Theory: An Introduction," in The Development Economics Reader, ed. Giorgio Secondi; London: Routledge, 2008, pp. 58-64
http://web.archive.org/web/20160113163812/https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/depend.htm


Presentations, 2/14 

III. Economic Growth (4 classes)


Defining and measuring economic growth and development


Lecture, 2/16: Perkins, et al., Chapter 2.


Presentations, 2/21

Sources of economic growth: Theory and evidence


Lecture, 2/23: Perkins, et al., Chapter 3 and 4.


Presentations, 2/28
IV. Poverty and Income Distribution 


Poverty


Lecture, 3/2:  Perkins, et al., Chapter 6, pages 189-208. 


Presentations, 3/7

Income Inequality


Lecture, 3/9:  Perkins, et al., Chapter 6, pages 165-180 and 208-214. 


Presentations, 3/14


MIDTERM EXAM
(Thursday, March 16)

V. Trade and Development 

Lectures, 3/28 and 3/30: Perkins, et. al., Chapters 18 and 19.


Presentations, 4/4 
VII. Balance of Payments and Foreign Investment 


Lecture, 4/6: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 10; pages 349-351, 384-389, 357-374.

Presentations, 4/11
VI. International Finance, Foreign Debt and Financial Crisis


Lecture, 4/13: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 13; pages 480-498.

Presentations, 4/18
VIII. Population Growth 


Lecture, 4/20: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 7

Presentations, 4/25
IX. Health and Nutrition 


Lecture, 4/27: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 9.


Presentations, 5/2
X. Agriculture 


Lecture, 5/4: Perkins, et. al., Chapters 16 and 17.

Presentations, 5/9
XI. Sustainable Development 


Lecture, 5/11: Perkins, et. al., Chapter 20.


Presentations, 5/16 
FINAL EXAM 
Country Study Presentation:  
On Tuesday of each week four students will present a case study that discusses and describes the topic of the previous week for one specific developing country.  Each student in this course will make one presentation during the semester.

Each presentation will be 10 minutes, with an additional 5 minutes for questions.  Each student must prepare Power Point slides to accompany their presentation. Each student will sign up for a country and a topic.  The sign-up sheet (in Excel) is available on Google Docs (see link below).  There are four 15 minute slots available for presentations for each topic on the syllabus.  Slots are first come, first served. You cannot sign up for both the presentation and the short paper on the same topic.  However, you can sign up for both the presentation and the short paper on the same country (but different topics). You should email your Power Point presentation to me.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_erWR7PblIAeShQjnyPfnwrXh8fUKyW2TE14BV923V0/edit
Each presentation should begin by briefly describing the important socio-economic characteristics of that country.  The specific issues that you should discuss for each topic are described in the sign-up sheet.

Here are instructions for sharing your Power Point with the rest of the class on Bb Collaborate: https://bbhelp.uark.edu/blackboard-collaborate-ultra-sharing-a-file/
This presentation is an academic exercise and as such you must identify the sources of all of the information used.  The sources of the information used on each slide should be listed at the bottom of the slide.  See the final page of the syllabus for an appropriate, and simple, ways to cite a source. A final slide or slides (which will not be part of your verbal presentation) must include a bibliography with a reference for each citation used in your presentation, in correct bibliographic format (described on the final page of the syllabus).  Do not use an article unless you know the source—the academic journal, newspaper, magazine or journal or organization that published the paper, report or working paper.

Grading Rubric:

Content (correctly address all elements requested)


5 points
Power Point should be clear and complete



2 points

Presentation and answers to questions



2 points

Bibliography







1 point

TOTAL







10 POINTS

Short Country Study Papers

Each student is required to write a short (3-4 pages) paper.  Students will choose a specific developing country and write on that country about the topic of the week.  The paper is due before class on a Tuesday.  You must email the paper to me before class.  Each student will sign up for a country and a topic for both a presentation and a short paper (see below).  
Each paper should begin by briefly describing the important socio-economic characteristics of that country.  The specific issues that you should discuss for each topic are described in the sign-up sheet. You cannot sign up for both the presentation and the short paper on the same topic.  However, you can sign up for both the presentation and the short paper on the same country (but different topics).
This short paper is an academic exercise and as such you must cite the sources of all of the information used.  You should use the Social Science citation format-citing a source by the name of the author(s) and date of publication.  For example, “Gindling (2019).” The paper must also include a bibliography with a reference for each citation used in your presentation in correct bibliographic format (described on the last page).  Do not use an article unless you know the source—the academic journal, newspaper, magazine or journal or organization that published the paper, report, working paper or story. The bibliography will not be part of the page count of the paper.
Each student will sign up for a country and a topic for both a presentation and a short paper.  The sign-up sheet (in Excel) is available on Google Docs (see the link below). There are four slots available for a paper for each topic on the syllabus.  Slots for both the papers and the presentations are first come, first served.

 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ldJMaf5nePAVHjunWVZ2mpUzRLtp_J6NE1o-aT4KNv0/edit
Remember, you must email the paper to me before the Tuesday class with the presentations on that topic.  PAPERS MUST BE SUMBMITTED IN MICROSOFT WORD.  UMBC students can download Power Point and Word (part of Microsoft Office) for free at:
https://wiki.umbc.edu/display/faq/Software
Grading Rubric:

Content (correctly address all elements from paragraph 2)

6 points
Quality of writing






2 points

Citations and Bibliography





2 points
TOTAL







10 POINTS

Graduate Student Research Paper:  A 15-25 page paper related to one of the topics that we will discuss in this class.  The paper should include an econometric analysis and the following sections: introduction, literature review, theoretical (analytical) model, data and econometric model/methodology, results, conclusion and limitations.  The topic of your paper must be approved by April 18.  The papers are due on or before the last day of class (May 16).
Citing Sources: 

You must cite the sources for the information used in your presentation or paper.  It is necessary to always cite sources not only for direct quotes but also when you are paraphrasing data or arguments that are not your own.  The presentation or paper must also include a bibliography.  The bibliography should contain only those articles and books that you are cited in your presentation or paper. 

           I suggest citing sources by including after the information: (Authors, date of publication), with the full citation in the bibliography.  Below are two examples, the first citing the source of a direct quote, the second citing the source of an argument which I paraphrase. 

Example One: According to one authority, "bad writing does not get read" (McCloskey, 1987, p.5).

Example Two: Many economists write very badly (McCloskey, 1987).

You may use any generally accepted method in your bibliography.  
I suggest that your bibliography refer to books and article in the following manners:

 

For books:

Author(s), date published, Title of Book, publisher, city of publication.

For example:

Mitch, David, 1992, The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian England: the Influence of Private Choice and Public Policy, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia.

 

For journal articles, newspaper articles or magazine articles: 

Author(s), date published, "Title of Article," Journal (or newspaper or magazine), Volume, Number, month of publication, page numbers.

For example:

Gindling, T. H., Marsha Goldfarb and Chun-Chig Chang, 1995, "Changing Returns to Education in Taiwan," World Development, Vol. 23, No. 2, February, pp. 343-356.

 

For the internet: 

Author (or organization), date published, “title of article or web page,” Title of journal, magazine/newspaper/organization, web address (you must provide me with enough information that I can find the information for myself), data accessed

For example:

Inter-American Development Bank, 2001 (January 1), “Power Sharing,” Inter-American Development Bank Working Paper, accessed on January 2, 2001 at www.iadb.org/idbamerica/Englist/JAN01E/jan01e7.html.
Remember that the web site url is not the publisher. The organization that published the article is the publisher. (Note: if you cannot identify the author or organization that provided the information on the internet, then DO NOT USE that information in your presentations and papers.)
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