	Instructional Lesson Plan

	Subject
	US History
	Unit
	Westward Expansion

	Lesson Topic
	Manifest Destiny
	Date
	12/10/07
	Grade
	8
	Class 

Size
	28

	Teacher
	Josh Michael
	School
	UMBC Partner Middle School


Objective:


Students will:

1. Explore the historical progression of Manifest Destiny on the United States.

2. Evaluate the impact of Manifest Destiny on territorial expansion in the US.

3. Discuss varying interpretations of westward expansion and the role that different perspectives can play in the maintenance of history.

4. Compare the effects of expansion through Manifest Destiny to the effects of urban/suburban sprawl in the Baltimore area.

5. Explore the similarities and differences of the treatment of natives and those exploited during westward expansion to immigrants today and identify the role of Manifest Destiny in each.

Purpose/Rationale:


The lesson is designed to introduce students to the historical concept of Manifest Destiny and explore the foundings of this movement.  Students will then explore the social, economic, cultural, and political implications of this transfer.  Additionally, students will evaluate the role that the “messenger” of history plays in documenting this movement.

Connection to Real Life:


Students will watch a “School House Rock” video regarding westward expansion.  This nostalgic presentation will connect them to previous review of the material.  Then, we will evaluate the context of the material.  During the exploration section of the lesson, students will reflect on the emotional, psychological, and economical impacts of manifest destiny.  Finally, parallels will be made to immigrants and minority groups today to the “Lost Stories” section of the PowerPoint.

Differentiation for Diversity:


Reflection activities through journaling will appeal to intrapersonal learners.  Class discussion will appeal to verbal and auditory learners.  Students will also learn from the cultural explorations during the “Lost Stories” section, as well as through the homework assignment incorporating immigrants today.

Lesson Style:


Combination of Direct Instruction (deductive) and Personal Reflection and comparison (inductive).

Technology Enhancements:


Video- Westward Expansion- Audio and Visual Enhancement


PowerPoint Presentation- Visual Enhancement

Materials:


Paper


Writing Utensils


LCD Projector


Computer


Primary passages

Vocabulary:


Cede- to yield or grant, usually by treaty


Annex- to incorporate new land within the domain of a state; to take for oneself

Manifest Destiny- mid-19th Century U.S. phenomenon; to expand westward, taking land across the continent of North America; the U.S. felt it was allowed to expand and should spread its values and beliefs by a calling from God
Procedures:

1. Students will view a School House Rock interpretation of Manifest Destiny and Westward expansion through a video clip to last about three minutes.  Students should jot down historical references from the beginning of the US to the present in the video.

a. After video is presented, ask about historical references.  Focus in on “following after Lewis and Clark as people expand,” referred to as Manifest Destiny.

b. Teacher will facilitate an informal pre-assessment by asking students for any other prior knowledge to westward expansion and/or Manifest Destiny.

2. Lecture Basics on Manifest Destiny- use PPT

a. Vocabulary

b. What is Manifest Destiny?

c. Examples of Manifest Destiny

i. 1845- Annexation of Texas

ii. 1846- Oregon Territory

iii. 1848- Mexican Cession

iv. 1849- California Gold Rush 

v. 1853- Gadsden Purchase

vi. 1869- Transcontinental Railroad

d. Lost Stories of Westward Expansion

i. Native Americans

ii. Mexicans

iii. Chinese Railroad Workers

iv. Buffalo

3. Break-Out Exploration- based upon learning profiles, students will break into three groups and explore the experience of many stakeholders during the time of expansion.  Students will be assigned to groups based on previous learning profile assessments.
a. Journaling (Intrapersonal)
i. The members of this group will first read four primary passages from individuals during the time of Manifest Destiny (colonial mother, Native American, soldier, cattle herder, etc.).  After each passage, the students complete a short reflection considering the following areas:
1. What struggles did this person face?  How did s/he deal with them?
2. How did this time affect this person individually?
3. What economic impacts did this time have on this person?
ii. Students then will choose one character role that they read and write a personal narrative about the struggles they face.  This writing piece should be based partly in fact, but should be expanded based upon personal projections of what it was like during that time.  A collection of these reflections will be published and accessible in the room for all students.
b. Mapping/Data (Visual Spatial/Ligical Mathematical)
i. Students in this group will use collected data, research and notes from the lecture to develop staged maps and meaningful analysis of statistics.  Working in two groups of four or five students, students will map battles of the Manifest Destiny time period (see highlighted above).
ii. Students will also use presented data on census, battles, and economic growth to analyze the impact of this westward expansion.  Students will provide an executive summary for the data.  This report will be published and available for all students.
c. Theatre Experience (Linguistic/Interpersonal)
i. Students will review the four primary passages like the journaling group.  They will discuss each passage and reflect on the following questions:

1. What struggles did this person face?  How did s/he deal with them?

2. How did this time affect this person individually?

3. What economic impacts did this time have on this person?

ii. Students will then work to depict a number of struggles through a series of short vignettes.  Students will present these the next day in class.
Homework:
· Short Term (next day) – Students will complete their given assignment for class.
· Long Term Assignment (1 week) - Students will find one current event article that addresses immigrants in America today.  Students will take notes on the treatment of immigrants today from the current event article.
Assessment:


Take home essay:  Write an ECR explaining the positive and negative effects of westward expansion and manifest destiny.  Be sure to consider personal, social, and economic affects.  Be sure to use specifics, whether it be data or details from a primary document.  Your paper should be between 1.5 and 2.5 pages typed, double-spaced.
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