
Application for UMBC Representative to the
University System of Maryland Student Council

May 2008
The UMBC student body is represented by three students on the University System of Maryland Student Council (USMSC).  Two students serve as voting members of the council, while one serves as a “shadow” representative in order to learn in preparation to serve as a voting member.  This year, two positions are open on the council–one voting representative position and one shadow representative position.  Applications are to be submitted to David Hoffman by email (dhoffman@umbc.edu) by midnight on Wednesday, July 8.
Overview of Council:
The University System of Maryland Student Council is one of four councils established during the restructuring of higher education in Maryland in 1988 to provide advice to the Chancellor and the Board of Regents.  The USMSC provides a vehicle to ensure that the System leadership is aware of student perspectives and responsive to student concerns and issues. Each degree-granting institution in the USM has two representatives to the Council. The Council meets monthly throughout the school year, usually on Sundays; its meetings rotate among System campuses. Among the specific responsibilities of the USMSC is the recommendation to the Chancellor each year for transmittal to the Governor of a group of nominees for the position of USM Student Regent. The Council has provided input to tuition policy, SAT score reporting, and academic advising among other issues.
Position Description:

Both representatives for UMBC will attend monthly meetings, which are usually held on Sundays, and communicate issues and concerns with the undergraduate Student Government Association (SGA), the Graduate Student Association (GSA), and UMBC student body.  The representatives will also be responsible for collecting information from UMBC faculty, staff, and administration regarding operations at UMBC for conversations at Council meetings.  This may include attending SGA and GSA meetings, holding forums to inform the student body of pressing student issues, convening meetings with UMBC administrators, and lobbying University System of Maryland administrators and Maryland public servants on behalf of UMBC students.
Why?

The USMSC is the sole system-wide representative group for students in Maryland.  Quite frankly, the group serves as the most prominent student representative group in the State of Maryland.  Therefore, representatives on the council have a great opportunity to effectuate change for the many college students across the State.  The position also provides great access for networking, wherein meetings will be held with high-level UMBC administrators, university system administrators, and state policymakers.  Students who serve as representatives on the USMSC often go on to serve in prominent student leadership roles at UMBC and in the State.  Some past members have gone on to serve as the SGA President, SGA Chief of Staff, SGA Vice President, Chairman of the USMSC, Vice Chairman of the USMSC, Student Commissioner of the Maryland Higher Education Commission, and Student Regent of the University System of Maryland.
Requirements:

The most pressing requirement for a representative to the USMSC is that the individual is a student and truly representative of the student perspective.  In other words, the representative to the council should be able to effectively articulate the problems, challenges, and experiences of students.

USMSC Representative Application Cover
Name:
_________________________________     
Cumulative GPA:______________________
Fall 08 Campus Address: __________________________________________________________

Major(s):_____________________________ 
Credits:
______________________________
Semesters at UMBC: ___________________ 
Campus ID:__________________________

Cell Phone:______________________________
Email:______________________________

Summer Address:________________________________________________________________
Please answer the following questions in no more than 250 words.  Be sure to type your responses and attach them to this form.
1) What do you hope to learn and accomplish in this position?

2) What experiences make you qualified for this position?
3) Describe one or more issues that concerns you as a student that you would like to see be addressed by the USMSC.  Describe how these issues affect the experience of you and/or your fellow students in their academic and overall experiences at UMBC.

4) Highlight how you as a representative on the USMSC would work to address these issues. 

Additionally, please briefly describe your ability to meet the time commitment of the position, highlighting your academic course load and other commitments:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Applications are to be emailed to SGA Advisor David Hoffman (dhoffman@umbc.edu) by Wednesday July 9th at midnight.  Following receipt and review of your application, the selection committee will contact you regarding future steps in the selection process.  If you have further questions, please direct them to David Hoffman by email.






