Exercise: Build a sample Information Architecture

 

1. Using MS AutoShapes, replicate the homepage site structure of a site reviewed in the Internet Scout Report (http://scout.wisc.edu) 

2. Your site map should guide a designer or programmer who would produce it. 
3. When you're done, compare your architecture to another person's. 
4. Any holes? Would the designer or programmer have questions? 
 

Sample Scout Report Sites

 

Don’t cheat! Only look at the site AFTER you’ve completed the Information Architecture.
 

Baseball Heckle Depot
http://www.heckledepot.com/
Need some snappy one-liners to torment the opponent’s right fielder? Did the umps forget their glasses again? The Baseball Heckle Depot will serve all your heckling needs, with over 660 wisecracks and putdowns. Organized by heckle recipient (umpires, pitchers, fielders, and batters), the site is easy to navigate, also offering chants, posters, and some ballplayer comebacks. Other content includes a ranked list of ballpark fans and a heckling hall of fame. Users can also print out the visiting team's roster (and follow a link to their salaries) and vote for the heckle of the month.
 

The New York Times: College Times
http://www.nytimes.com/college/index.html
Launched yesterday, this new section from the New York Times (free registration required) is aimed at both college students and faculty members. At the site, visitors can browse recent news stories organized by over 200 academic disciplines and sign up to receive free email alerts when new articles related to their interests are published. In addition, there are two special sections, one for students and one for faculty. The students section includes recent news from colleges and universities, book and film reviews, and a weekly feature. The faculty area proffers curriculum guides on using the newspaper in their courses, faculty and education news, and links to related content of interest elsewhere on the site. A modest resource, but worth a look.
 

Park Search
http://www.llbean.com/parksearch/
Its never too early to begin planning your summer vacation, especially in the depths of winter; those with cabin fever can get a jump on their outdoor recreation plans at this site, provided by L.L. Bean. Users can search this database of over 1,400 state and national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges by state, region, and/or activities in which they are interested (including winter sports for all-season recreators). Search returns include contact information, an overview of the park/ forest and its highlights, photos, and a list of approved or available activities.

 

Documents from the Women's Liberation Movement -- Duke University, Special Collections
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/wlm/
The Special Collections Library of Duke University has maintained for some time an extensive and regularly updated collection of documents from the Women's Liberation Movement of the 1960s and 1970s. The documents are browseable by subject categories and searchable by keyword. Subject categories include General and Theoretical, Medical and Reproductive Rights, Organizations and Activism, Sexuality and Lesbian Feminism, Socialist Feminism, Women of Color, and others. Most documents are offered in transcription, with some limited facsimile versions available. A short list of links to related sites is also provided. 
