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Spring, 2010
Written Critique of Journal Article

Due Date: April 30, 2010  

Students doing the optional written critique of a journal article will choose a journal article from the appropriate list given below. One list of papers is for students taking the course as BIOL 434 and the other list is for students taking the course as BIOL 634. As described below, the written summary and analysis should follow the outline used in our class discussions of articles from the original scientific literature. The summary and analysis should be a minimum of 6-8 pages and double-spaced. Links to the papers may be found on the course web site at the bottom of the page containing the Reading list. 

Students must work independently. The papers should be typewritten with full sentences; they should be grammatically correct, without misspellings, and most importantly, in your own words. Plagiarism, as defined in the Undergraduate Student Academic Conduct Policy (http://www.umbc.edu/provost/integrity/ACC_final.pdf), will be penalized with a grade of zero on the assignment.
Format:
Background: Describe the important background information that set the stage for this paper. 

Objective: What was the purpose of the work? What was the primary hypothesis being tested? 

Strategy: What was the primary approach taken by the investigators? 

Key Method(s): Describe one or two experimental approaches that were critical to the analysis. 

Results: Describe and interpret the data presented by the authors. You should do each figure or table as we would in class. Point out important controls. 

Discussion: What conclusions do the authors draw from their work? Do you agree? What is the importance of the work? Based on this work, what questions do you think should be addressed next? 
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