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Readings: The primary text for this course is: 

Dwight Perkins, Steven Radelet, David Lindauer, 2006, Economics of Development, Sixth Edition, W. W. Norton and Company, New York.
In addition to this text, you will be responsible for additional readings.  The following pages give an approximate schedule and reading list for the course.  You will be expected to read the material to be covered BEFORE we discuss it in class.  I will let you know exactly when you should read each section.  The text is available in the bookstore. Additional readings will be available from me or on the web.  

Course Objectives: This course is a survey of the principles and problems of the economies of developing economies.  Topics covered include the dimensions of poverty, patterns of development, sources of growth, role of trade and industrial development, planning, the agricultural sector and the new international economic order. We will include case studies from Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Grading: 












Midterm Exam



100 points

         


Final Exam




100 points


         

Research Project



75 points





Class Participation  


 
25 points










300 points


Research Project--You must choose one of the following options:
1.Weekly Report on One Developing Country:  Choose a specific developing country and, each week on Wednesday, give to me a short (one paragraph to one page) description of the most important news story related to economic development in that country in the past week.  You must cite the source of the story using an accepted method of citing sources (see the description of the paper for examples of accepted methods).  You must also provide a short justification for why that particular story is the most important for that week.  You may use any news source to gather your information, including websites. Other sources of information include: The Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times of London, and The Economist. You must let me know which country you have chosen by Monday, Feb. 7.  Your first report will be due Wednesday, Feb. 9.  You must give this weekly report to me by the end of class each Wednesday. You are not required to submit a report on March 16 (mid-term exam), March 23 (Spring break), nor May 11 (the last day of class).  In calculating your course grade I will drop the drop the report with the lowest grade.  Therefore, although you will submit 11 reports, you will be graded only on 10.

or

2. Research Paper:  A 15-25 page paper discussing in detail how a specific developing country has confronted one of the topics that we will discuss in this class.  The papers are discussed in detail in the last 3 pages of this syllabus. You must have the topic of your paper approved by me by April 11.  By April 11 you must hand to me a one paragraph description of the country and topic you plan to study, as well as a short bibliography (including at least three articles and/or books).  The papers are due on or before the last day of class (May 11).

Reading List
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I. Introduction to Economic Development in Developing Countries. (3 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapters 1 and 5.

II. Economic Growth (3 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapters 2, 3, 4 and 10.

III. Poverty and Income Distribution (3 classes)  


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 6.


Chile:
Isabel Allende (1984), from The House of Spirits, Bantam Books, New York.

South Africa:
R. R. R. Dhlomo (1940), "The Death of Masaba," from The Penguin Book of Southern African Stories (1987), edited by Stephen Gray, Penguin Books Ltd., New York.

Ravi Kanbur, 2001, "Economic Policy, Distribution and Poverty: The Nature of the Disagreements," World Development, Vol, 29, No. 6, pages 1083-1094.  Available at: http://www.kanbur.aem.cornell.edu/papers/Disagreements.pdf
Martin Ravallion, 2004, "Competing Concepts of Inequality in the Globalization Debate," in Susan Collins and Carol Graham, Brookings Trade Forum 2004, pages 1-38. (Also published as World Bank Working Paper 3243, available at: www-wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2004/06/08/000009486_20040608155900/Rendered/PDF/wps3243inequality.pdf
IV. Trade and Development (3 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapters 17 and 19.

V. Foreign Investment, Debt and Inflation (2 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapters 13 and 15.

MIDTERM EXAM
(March 16)

VI. Foreign Aid (2 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 14

IV. Population Growth (3 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 7


China:
Pearl S. Buck (1931), from The Good Earth, Pocket Books, New York.

V. Education (3 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 8.

Trinidad: V. S. Naipaul (1960), "His Chosen Calling," from Miguel Street, Vanguard Press, New York.

VI. Health and Nutrition (2 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 9.

VII. Agriculture and Environment (2 classes) 


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 16.

Mexico: Juan Rulfo (1967), "We're Very Poor," from The Burning Plain and Other Stories, University of 
Texas Press, Austin.

VIII. Sustainable Development (2 classes)


Perkins, et. al., Chapter 20. 

Description of the Paper

A. Topic:  

Pick one developing country and discuss how that country has confronted a specific problem of economic development.  For example, you may write about poverty in Ghana, population growth in China, agriculture in Colombia, etc.

By one month before the final class you must hand to me a one paragraph description of the country and topic you plan to study, as well as a short bibliography (including at least three articles and/or books).

B. Structure: 

The structure of the paper should be as follows.

i. Briefly describe the economy and history of the country you are studying (2-3 pages).  

ii. Describe the problem or issue that you will discuss and how it relates to the country you are studying  (2-3 pages). 

iii. Discuss the policies the government has enacted, or plans to enact, to address the issue or problem (4-5 pages).  

iv. Lastly, analyze these policies from the point of view of a development economist and present your own opinion and analysis of the policies used by the government (2-3 pages).  Your opinion and analysis should be based on your knowledge of economics.  

C. Possible Sources:
You may consult books, newspapers, magazines, or scholarly journal articles.  I strongly encourage you to cite scholarly journal articles.  Some scholarly journals which may help are: World Development, Latin American Research Review, Journal of Developing Areas, Journal of Development Studies, Economic Development and Cultural Change, and Journal of Development Economics.  Another good source of articles is the World Bank Working Paper series.  These working papers are available from the World Bank bookstore at Pennsylvania and 17th Street, N.W. in Washington.  Possible sources of data include the World Development Report of the World Bank, the UN Statistical  Tables, the UN Human Development Report, and the IMF World Financial Outlook.
D. Citing Sources:

You must cite the sources for the information used in your paper.  It is necessary to always cite sources not only for direct quotes but also when you are paraphrasing data or arguments that are not your own.  The paper must also include a bibliography.  The bibliography should contain only those articles and books that you consulted (read) in writing the paper.


“Plagiarism” is when you represent the words and/or ideas of others as your own.  If you do not cite the sources of the words and ideas of others that you use in your paper, you are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism is a violation of the UMBC honor code, and if you plagiarize you can be expelled from the university.   Because there are very good computer programs are available to help professors to detect plagiarism, plagiarism is also relatively easy to detect.  If I find that you have plagiarized in your papers, you will be punished in accordance with the UMBC honor code, so don’t do it.

You may use any generally accepted method of citing sources in your paper. I suggest citing sources by including after the information: (Authors, date of publication), with the full citation in the bibliography.  Below are two examples, the first citing the source of a direct quote, the second citing the source of an argument which I paraphrase.

Example One:
According to one authority, "bad writing does not get read" (McCloskey, 1987).

Example Two: Many economists write very badly (McCloskey, 1987).

You may use any generally accepted method in your bibliography.  I suggest that your bibliography refer to books and article in the following manners:

For books:

Author(s), date published, Title of Book, publisher, city of publication.

For example:

Mitch, David, 1992, The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian England: the Influence of Private Choice and Public Policy, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia.

For journal articles: 

Author(s), date published, "Title of Article," Journal, Volume, Number, month of publication, page numbers.

For example:

Gindling, T. H., Marsha Goldfarb and Chun-Chig Chang, 1995, "Changing Returns to Education in Taiwan," World Development, Vol. 23, No. 2, February, pp. 343-356.

For the internet: 

Author (or organization), date published, “title of article or web page,” web address (you must provide me with enough information that I can find the information for myself).

For example:

Inter-American Development Bank, 2001 (January 1), “Power Sharing,” www.iadb.org/idbamerica/Englist/JAN01E/jan01e7.html.

(Note: if you cannot identify the author or organization that provided the information on the internet, then DO NOT USE that information in your report.)

E. Spelling and Grammar:
Points will be subtracted from your grade for bad spelling and grammar.  I suggest that you write your paper using a word processor and use the "spell-checker."
F. Length of the Paper:
The paper must be between 10 and 15 double-spaced pages.  The margins (top, bottom, left and right) cannot be more than one inch.  The font used must be 12 point or smaller.

G. Grading:
If your paper fulfills all of the above requirements, you will receive a minimum grade of approximately 85%. Your grade will be higher if you cite and use articles from professional journals, and if your paper is well-written and well-reasoned.


Points will be subtracted from your grade if you do not fulfill the above requirements, for example:  
· If you do not include a bibliography, 10 points will be subtracted from your grade; if you do not cite the sources of the information you use, up to 25 points will be subtracted from your grade.  

· If your paper is too short, between 10 and 25 points will be subtracted from your grade.  Your paper is too short if you have fewer than 10 pages, use a larger font than required, or have margins that are larger than required.  

· If you do not include all of the sections described in B, points will be subtracted from you grade.  For example, if you do not include a brief description of the economy and history of the country you are studying, 5 points will be subtracted from you grade.  If you do not include your own opinion and analysis of the policies used by the government, 10 points will be subtracted from you grade.  
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