To:   me
From:  me 
Date:  June 27, 2002

Subject:  Purchase of a Notebook Computer

Introduction

Owning a computer has become a necessity in today’s world for almost everyone and owning a portable notebook computer has become almost as important.  Unfortunately, purchasing any type of computer is difficult, even for a college student graduating with a degree in Information Systems, like myself.  The issue exists that many people are aware of how to use a computer, and not necessarily why the machine functions in the ways that it does.  Without having an answer to the second question, consumers are often left baffled and frustrated at the options available in buying personal computers.  Therefore, I have taken the time to do some research in the field of notebook computers using my own requirements as a guideline.  Below are the criteria that I decided on, and they are listed in order of importance to me (the first being the most important):

1. Pentium processor

2. CD-RW drive

3. DVD-ROM drive

4. Processor speed over 1 GHz

5. Price under $1,200.00

6. At least one year warranty

7. At least 20 GB hard drive

8. Weigh less than 10 lbs.

9. Battery life of 5 hours or more

10. 256 MB RAM installed

11. Diagonal screen size greater than 12”

12. Microsoft Windows XP Professional

13. Microsoft Office XP Professional

Using these criteria, I researched many advertisements and websites to find four notebook computers which best match my criteria.  I have created a table with the technical specifications of each computer and have used that table to make, and support, my final decision.

Comparison

	
	Sony VAIO PCG-SRX77
	Toshiba Satellite 2400-S251
	Dell Inspiron 2600
	Gateway 600XL

	Processor Type
	Pentium 3-M
	Pentium 4-M
	Celeron –M
	Pentium 4-M

	Processor Speed
	800 MHz
	1.7 GHz
	1.06 GHz
	2.0 GHz

	RAM 
	128 MB
	256 MB
	128 MB
	256 MB

	CD Drive
	CD-ROM
	CD-RW
	CD-ROM
	CD-RW

	DVD Drive
	----------
	DVD-ROM
	----------
	DVD-ROM

	Hard Drive
	20 GB
	30 GB
	20 GB
	40 GB

	Screen Size
	10.4”
	15”
	15”
	15.7”

	Weight
	2.9 lbs.
	7.81 lbs.
	7.85 lbs.
	8.65 lbs.

	Battery Life
	6 hrs.
	3.11 hrs.
	3 hrs.
	5 hrs.

	Operating System
	Win XP Home
	Win XP Pro
	Win XP Home
	Win XP Home

	Word Processing Software
	MS Word 2002
	----------
	MS Works Suite 2002
	MS Works Suite 2002

	Warranty/Support
	1 year
	1 year
	1 year
	1 year

	Price
	$1,499.00
	$1,649.96
	$999.00
	$2,899.00


Figure 1 – Notebook Computer Comparison Table

Conclusion

As anyone can see, in the table in Figure 1 I have made a conscientious attempt to research notebook computers based on my requirements.  I needed to keep in mind that the market for notebook computers is massive and at times overwhelming, with many options and possibilities for each computer.  In my decision making, I predominantly used the requirements that I had chosen to decide on a final notebook computer.  Although almost all computers are upgradeable, I researched to find the computer that provided the best base package.  The computer that I chose for myself is the Toshiba Satellite 2400-S251.

This computer satisfies my first and foremost criterion to have a Pentium processor because I am dissatisfied with my current Celeron processor.  Next in my list of criterion, this notebook not only has a CD-RW drive for burning CDs, but it also has a DVD-ROM drive; both of which I had requested.  To keep up to speed, this notebook has a processor speed which exceeds my minimum speed of 1 GHz.  And although the Toshiba does not satisfy my cost requirement, I believe I am getting the best machine for my dollar.  At my maximum price of $1,200 I would not be able to purchase such a high quality machine at any less of a price.  
The Toshiba also satisfies some of my less importantly ranked features, such as the warranty, size of the hard drive, screen size, weight, installed RAM, screen size and operating system.  Although the battery does not operate for as long as I would like, it is rechargeable.  The word processing software was never really an issue either because I already own Microsoft Office XP Professional; all I have to do is take the time to install it.  I believe the Toshiba Satellite 2400-S251will be the best purchase for me, and will be able to satisfy my personal computing needs.

