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1.  Introduction TC "1.  Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
Mozilla’s Mission

Netscape Communications made two important announcements on January 23rd, 1998: 

· First, that the Netscape Communicator product would be available free of charge

· Second, that the source code for Communicator would also be free. 

On March 31st, the first developer release of the source code to Communicator was made available. 

Mozilla was the original code name for the product that came to be known as Netscape Navigator, and later, Netscape Communicator. Later, it came to be the name of Netscape Communications Corporation's dinosaur-like mascot. 
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Now, the name Mozilla is used as the generic term referring to internet client software developed through an open source project. 

Mozilla is a set of technologies, but not a specific (in biologic terms, Mozilla is a genus; a particular product is a species). Mozilla.org (pronounced Mozilla Dot Org or The Mozilla Organization) is the group of people who coordinate the project. 

mozilla.org is a group chartered to act as the virtual meeting place for the Mozilla code; that group is overseen by the Mozilla Foundation. They provide a central point of contact and community for those interested in using or improving the source code: 

· Provide technical and architectural direction for the project. 

· Collect changes, help authors synchronize their work, and periodically 

· Make new source releases which incorporate the best work of the net as a whole. 

· Operate discussion forums (mailing lists, newsgroups, or whatever seems most appropriate.) 

· Coordinate bug lists, keep track of and publicize works in progress, and generally attempt to provide "roadmaps" to the code, and to projects based on the code. 

Features

Popup Blocking 

Stop annoying popup ads in their tracks with Firefox's built in popup blocker. 

Tabbed Browsing 

View more than one web page in a single window with this time saving feature. Open links in the background so that they're ready for viewing when you're ready to read them. 

Privacy and Security 

Built with your security in mind, Firefox keeps your computer safe from malicious spy-ware by not loading harmful ActiveX controls. A comprehensive set of privacy tools keep your online activity your business. 

Smarter Search 

Google Search is built right into the toolbar, and there is a plethora of other search tools including Smart Keywords (type "dict <word>" in the Location bar), and the new Find bar (which finds text as you type without covering up anything). 

Live Bookmarks 

RSS integration lets you read the latest news headlines and read updates to your favorite sites that are syndicated. 

Hassle-Free Downloading 

Files you download are automatically saved to your Desktop so they're easy to find. Fewer prompts mean files download are available quicker. 

Comfort

Simple and intuitive, yet fully featured, Firefox has all the functions of browsers your
 comfortable with - Bookmarks, History, Full Screen, Text Zooming to make pages with small text easier to read, etc. 

S, M, L or XL—It's Your Choice 

Firefox is the most customizable browser on the planet. Customize your toolbars to add additional buttons, install new Extensions that add new features, add new Themes to browse with style, and use the adaptive search system to allow you to search an infinite number of engines. Firefox is as big or small as you want. 

*History and feature information extracted from: 

· http://www.mozilla.org/about/

· http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/

· http://www.mozilla.org/mission.html

2.  Installation

Please note that you must meet the following system requirements:

Firefox System Requirements

Windows

Operating Systems
· Windows 98 

· Windows 98SE 

· Windows ME 

· Windows NT 4.0 

· Windows 2000 

· Windows XP (Recommended) 

· Windows Server 2003 

Minimum Hardware

· Pentium 233 MHz (Recommended: Pentium 500MHz or greater) 

· 64 MB RAM (Recommended: 128 MB RAM or greater) 

· 52 MB hard drive space 

Linux

Software Requirements

· Linux kernel - 2.2.14 or higher with the following libraries or packages: 

· glibc 2.3.2 or higher 

· XFree86-3.3.6 or higher 

· gtk+2.0 or higher 

· fontconfig (also known as xft) 

· libstdc++5 

· Firefox has been tested on Red Hat Linux 8.0 and later 

Minimum Hardware

· Intel Pentium II or AMD K6-III+ 233 MHz CPU (Recommended: 500MHz or greater) 

· 64 MB RAM (Recommended: 128 MB RAM or greater) 

· 52 MB hard drive space 
Mac

Operating Systems

· Mac OS X 10.1.x 

· Mac OS X 10.2.x and later 

Minimum Hardware

· PowerPC 604e 266 MHz (Recommended: PowerPC G4 667MHz or greater) 

· G3, G4, 64 MB RAM (Recommended: 256 MB RAM or greater) 

Firefox is a free program and not installed by default on most computers.  To install Firefox, follow these instructions:

Step 1:

· Go to the Firefox page of the Mozilla.org web site: http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/  

· Click on “Free Download” in the top right corner. 

· Click on “Run” to begin the download.
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Step 2:

(Users with Windows XP Service Pack 2)
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If you are using Internet Explorer 6 
another dialog box will come up due to the Microsoft Windows XP service pack 2

· Click on “Run” again to start the installation process.

Step 3:

When the welcome screen of the installation wizard appears, click on the “Next >” button to continue.
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Step 4:

Read the Software License Agreement, A
ccept the terms and click the “Next >” button.
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Step 5:

· To install Firefox to the default location, click “Standard.”

· To install Firefox to a different location, click “Custom.”

· On UMBC computers, install to your “S:” drive.

· Click “Next>”

[image: image7.jpg]Setup Type X)

Setup Type
Choose setup options.

Choase the type of Setup you prefer, then ciick Next

© Standard
Browser ill e intalled with the most common aplions

O Custom

Yo may choose individusloptions to be instalied. Fecommended for experienced

[





Step 6:

Click “Next>” at the summary screen to proceed with installation.
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Step 7:

Click on “Finish” to complete the installation.
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3.  Navigation

Tabbed Browsing

Open the Mozilla Firefox browser, then press "Ctrl-T.”  The browser will open a new tab that can be used for separate surfing within the browser window.
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Pressing "Ctrl-T" opens two tabs in the same browser window. To alternate between these tabs, press "Ctrl-Tab.”  To open additional browser tabs, simply press “Ctrl-T” as needed.
Setting multiple homepages from multiple locations

Step 1: Go to ”Tools”  
Step 2: Then “Options” 
Step 3: In the "General" selection:
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As seen, the browser gives a variety of options for setting the homepage; including setting the current page, choosing from bookmarks or starting with a blank page. 
It’s also possible to write in the start page manually. If there is more than one, divided with a ‘ | ’ mark. 

Step 4: Right-click on a tab to reveal this menu:
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Here you're able to create new tabs, reload the current tab (reload is also available via "Ctrl-R"), reload all tabs, close other tabs and finally close tab (also available via "Ctrl-W").

Keyboard Shortcuts

Fan of the keyboard?  Try these few basic commands:

    Ctrl+N - Opens a new browser window.

    Ctrl+T - Opens a new "Tab" window in the browser, try it. 

    Ctr+O - Open a file.

    Ctrl+W - Close a "Tab" window in the browser.

    Ctrl+Shift+W - Close window.

    Ctrl+R - Refresh window.
These are some of the basic commands. In addition, more can be viewed in the drop down menus under File, Edit and View. For a complete listing of shortcuts, see http://texturizer.net/firebird/keyboard.html.

Browsing history 

Press "Ctrl + H" to get this window:
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As can be seen in the highlighted area, there is a window where one can go through the browser history, or find an old URL based on how long ago the web page was accessed.
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As shown in the screenshot above, it is also possible to search the browser history for sites containing keywords. As an example below: "Mozilla" has been entered and the browser automatically generated a list of sites visited containing the word "Mozilla".
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To the right of the search string field, there is a drop down menu where sorting can be done.
4.  Bookmark Management

Adding a Bookmark

· To add a bookmark:

1. Click on the “Bookmark” option from the menu bar while viewing a web page whose address you wish to save

2. Select “Bookmark This Page”       
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3. Choose the a name to your liking (Preferably something that will help you remember the contents or the title of the page)   
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4. Choose where the bookmark will be saved

Management

· Bookmark management is an important organizational option

· Beginning Management:

1. Click on “Bookmark”. 

2. Select “Manage”.

3. Create a new folder using the buttons at the top of the window. 
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4. Name folder based on contents or potential contents.

5. Provide a description (optional).

6. Click and drag different bookmarks into appropriate folders.

*This will prevent having to look through one long list.

Adding a Separator

· Adding a Separator will help the management of folders within the bookmarks menu.

· Starting from the “Manage” window:

1. Select “New Separator” from the menu bar. 
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2. Click on the line that indicates the new separator. 


[image: image20]
3. Click on “Rename” from the menu icons.

4. Name 
separator accordingly.

5. Rearrange folders based on placed separations.

*Be careful when managing bookmarks, 
pressing the “Delete” option will delete anything selected in the window without a prompt. Because of this, there is the potential to erase entire folders of bookmarks with a single click!

Live Bookmarks

· Live Bookmarks is a new technology in Firefox that lets you view news and blog headlines in the bookmarks toolbar or bookmarks menu. 

· A site is enabled for “Live Bookmarks” when you see this icon 
[image: image21] on the bottom right corner of the browser 

· Simply click on the icon 
and this will prompt the “Add Bookmark” dialog to appear

· Select ‘OK’ and the Live Bookmark headlines will appear with the other bookmarks

5.  Conclusion

Warranty Information


Firefox is a freeware Internet browser designed by Mozilla for general public use.  Because the software is free, no manufacture’s 
warranty is available.

Technical Support

The following resources are available online at www.mozilla.org/support 

· Web forums

· Newsgroups

· Real time chat rooms

Paid support is also available from the following independent provider:

· Decision One - Telephone support at 1-888-586-4539 is available for Firefox 0.9 and above, Thunderbird 0.8 and above, and final Mozilla release versions 1.5, 1.6, and above. $39.95 per incident. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

(Source:  http://www.mozilla.org/support/firefox/faq)

Is Firefox free? 

Yes! Firefox is open source software, meaning that anyone has the right to download and use the browser for free, to distribute it unmodified to other people, and even to view and modify the source code under the terms of the Mozilla Public License.

How do I uninstall Firefox? 

If you installed Firefox using the installer for Windows, just uninstall it using the Add or Remove Programs applet in the Windows Control Panel.

If you installed Firefox using the compressed archives, just remove the folder you unzipped it to. Optionally, remove the profile folder, which contains all your bookmarks and settings.

Where are my bookmarks, passwords and other personal information saved? 

Firefox stores your personal settings, such as the bookmarks, cache and web form data, in a profile folder. See the next frequently asked question for more information on how to manage the profiles.

Is Firefox more secure than Internet Explorer? 

Yes, Firefox and all other Mozilla-based products are more secure. Why? Here is a list of the most important reasons:

· It is not integrated with Windows, which helps prevent viruses and hackers from causing damage if they somehow manage to compromise Firefox. 

· There is no support for VBScript and ActiveX, two technologies which are the reasons for many IE security holes. 

· No spy-ware/ad-ware software can automatically install in Firefox just by visiting a web site. 

· Firefox doesn't use Microsoft's Java VM, which has a history of more flaws than other Java VMs. 

· You have complete control over cookies. 

What is an extension? 

Extensions are enhancements to the browsing experience in Firefox. They can be thought of as small programs (or add-ons) that add new functionality to Firefox. 

The great thing about extensions is that they allow Firefox to stay small and uncluttered. Anyone who requires more features can download the appropriate extension.

Where can I find extensions? 

Take a look at the various extensions at addons.mozilla.org.

�Avoid having too many headings on the same page listed in the table of contents.


�Good background information.


�you’re


�Clear explanations


�Place a label on each graphic:  figure number.  Title or caption.


�comma


�lower case


�fragment


�shift/voice+ person.  Continue to write in 2nd person and in the active voice.


�the


�semicolon


�Good warning for your audience.


�comma


�put periods at the ends of your commands.


�manufacturer’s
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