Josh Michael

Goals and Standards for Service as Student Regent, August, 2008
Overview:
During the coming year, I have two overarching goals for my service as student regent of the University System of Maryland:

1. Broaden student advocacy for Maryland students by

a. facilitating student involvement in shared governance at all levels, and 

b. networking with students across the system. 

2. Increase access to higher education for current and future Maryland students by pursuing efforts to make costs more affordable.

Standards:

1. Be passionate and thorough in all that I do.

2. In decision making, consider and weigh all perspectives, while ensuring that the student perspective is accurately and appropriately represented.

3. Be respectful of each and every person I work with, listening carefully to their perspective and holding judgments until I have developed a broader base of knowledge.

4. Meet, greet, and get to know students and other stakeholders across the system.
5. Listen and ask questions on all issues, making a significant effort to reach out to students.

6. Maintain constant contact with student leaders across the system.

7. Serve as a resource for students who struggle to solidify access and voice in public policy discussions and decisions.

Goals:

I. Student Advocacy
During the coming year, I will serve as a prominent leader in student advocacy across the university system and throughout the State.  In such a capacity, I will serve as an advocate first at the system level in my direct role as student regent.  As student regent, I will also serve as a resource for students across the system and various institutions in order to assist students in gaining access to people and information regarding issues involving students.  Finally, I plan to advocate on behalf of students at the state and federal level regarding pending legislation that could have a significant impact on students.  Notably, I will be clear to signify that when I am working outside the system that I represent myself and not the Board of Regents or the System.

In order to be effective in such a role, I will work to develop strong relationships with student leaders and influential policymakers.  Critical to this relationship development is the ability for me to listen.  For students, it is important that I am extremely clear that my role is to listen to and dissect their problems.  For policymakers, it is my role to listen to the intricacies of the policies in motion and in place, in order to find areas for change and growth.
As part of my student advocacy goal, I plan to play an integral role in the student advocacy initiative to involve students at each campus institution in advocacy efforts at the system level and the state level.  This will require extended work with the USM Student Council, but equally as important the student government presidents and other student leaders at each institution.  The specific advocacy initiative will rally student leaders on each campus to lobby in Annapolis as part of a coordinated lobbying effort.

Notably, the only specific issue that I have highlighted in my goals is that of affordability.  My agenda in the coming year will be more set by the agenda of stakeholders and governing bodies.  To date, many students are calling for advocacy for environmentally sustainable initiatives.  As issues arise, I will mobilize my connections and networks to better advocate with and on behalf of students in Maryland.

II.  Accessibility and Affordability

As student regent, my foremost priority will be advocating to increase accessibility to education for current and prospective students.  As the governing body of state system of higher education, I believe the Board of Regents has the moral responsibility to open the doors of its institutions to students who are qualified and prepared for a rigorous higher education experience.  This means maintaining and lowering financial burdens for students and expanding the capacity of institutions to meet the demand.  Yet, progress in the area of accessibility cannot unnecessarily harm or limit the quality of academia at any institution.

To work towards the daunting goal of increased accessibility and affordability, I plan to research innovative strategies and approaches used across the country to stabilize and decrease the cost of public higher education.  Such research will be founded in examining the differing costs, and according areas for cost-savings, for an education.  I will also closely examine the methods and avenues for paying for and financing hefty education bills.  
Josh Michael

410-294-8581

joshmichael@umbc.edu
UMBC

The Commons 336

1000 Hilltop Circle

Baltimore, Maryland 21250

