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Exam 1 Review

Plato.

Ring of Gyges -  The Republic, Plato puts the tale of the ring of Gyges in the mouth of Glaucon, who uses it to make the point that no man is so virtuous that he could resist the temptation of being able to steal at will by the ring's power of invisibility. Regardless of whether a good or bad 

It might be ‘better’ to be unjust than just because unjust people get what they want (leading to the saying ‘good guys finish last). Injustice is more profitable than justice when not caught for the crime/unjust act being committed. In the end unjust people are more happy.

The ultimate goal is the understanding of the Good (which is not identified with pleasure). We can never have full knowledge of the Good. Instead we use the Good as we use the Sun, though we can’t view it directly, we can see what it illuminates. We use the Good to illuminate the good things around us. Plato wants us to break free of society's assumptions and to grasp the Good for ourselves (the "absolute" good), so that we can use this knowledge to guide our own lives.
Aristotle.

Virtue is due to function, the function of a human being is an activity of the soul involving the use of reasoning. The greater our function the higher our virtue.

Two types of corresponding virtues, intellectual and moral. Intellectual being practical and pure reasoning skills. Moral deals with what sort of actions are allowable. 

Soul has two parts, rational and irrational. Rational controls the desire / uses reasoning. The irrational is the desire and growth.

Moral virtue is a state of character concerned with choice lying in a mean relative to the individual and determined by a rational principle as used by a person of practical wisdom. Golden mean (depends on experience).
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Aristotle begins his inquiry into ‘the good’ by proposing that the good is “that for the sake of which the other things are done.”2 Ends pursued for some further purpose, such as wealth, can be said to be incomplete, because they have not yet reached the final goal. And there must be some final goal, or else action would be pointless—as Aristotle points out in chapter 2, if something is not sought for its own sake, there must be some final end, otherwise all such action would “go on without limit, making desire empty and futile.”3 Surely, Aristotle argues, the good must be something complete, that is not desired for some further end. So it seems that the good is the most complete end, which is pursued wholly for itself and at which all other action aims. Aristotle claims that the most complete end is that which is “always choice worthy in itself,”4 which is just to say that the most complete end is intrinsically valuable.
Aquinas
In Aquinas's thought, the goal of human existence is union and eternal fellowship with God. Specifically, this goal is achieved through the beatific vision, an event in which a person experiences perfect, unending happiness by comprehending the very essence of God. This vision, which occurs after death, is a gift from God given to those who have experienced salvation and redemption through Christ while living on earth.

This ultimate goal carries implications for one's present life on earth. Aquinas stated that an individual's will must be ordered toward right things, such as charity, peace, and holiness. He sees this as the way to happiness. Aquinas orders his treatment of the moral life around the idea of happiness.

Natural law or the law of nature (Latin: lex naturalis) is an ethical theory that posits the existence of a law whose content is set by nature and that therefore has validity everywhere.
Socialability – whatever leads to good is good.

Ethics are based on human nature.

Preserve life = good.

Gaining knowledge = good.

Principle of double effect:

1) the act itself must be either morally neutral or morally positive

2) bad effect must not be intended

3) the bad effect must not be the means by which the good effect is brought about

4) good effect must be at least proportional in value with the bad effects if not more valuable

Does ignorance ever excuse us?

Concomitant – if you had known, would have acted in the same way?

Consequential – actively try not to know what act you are committing.

Antecedent – actively tried to know and if you had known you would have acted differently (this is accepted).

The good means what is sought as fulfilling of the seeker. The first practical judgment is: the good should be done and pursued and evil avoided.

Hobbes
Hobbes defines "Good" as a subjective term that is relative only to the person who uses it. What men desire they call good, and what they hate is called evil. (Hobbes, Ch. 6, P. 120) Thus men will always do what they believe is good, but will only be advancing their own interests in doing so. What is good for one man may be evil for another.

Hobbes bases his argument on the natural state of men. He sees men as self-interested. Men seek to fulfill their appetites and desires, while seeking to avoid their aversions. To do this they need power. This leads to competition among men.

Ethics based on human nature. Everyone is selfish. What we like we seek out, what we dislike we avoid.

Theory of egoism – put yourself first in all decisions and everyone else in a distant third. Good and evil depend on the individual.

-The one thing we share is a fear of death.

-Nature has made it so we all have an equal chance at getting what we want.

-Even the weaker can overcome the stronger through secret means.

-This combined with selfish idea leads us to fear of other human beings.

-The natural state of human beings is war, a situation without govt.

-Life in a state of nature (no ruling body) is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.

-Most great society have been based on fear.

-In the state of nature we have 2 basic rights, right to protect ourselves by any means necessary and the right to all.

Natural law is a general rule or precept that we should follow if we want to avoid being harmed

1) primary law of nature seek peace and follow it when you can but make war when you cannot.

2) You should be willing to give up your right to all so long as everyone else is equally willing

3) Keep your promises (this requires enforcement)

Hobbe’s ideal govt. = monarchy.

“Do not do to another what you don’t want done to yourself.”

